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Addressing the Lack of Availability in Diverse
Skin Tone Options for Performance Wear
By Jessica Batey

Research

Objective
Addressing the major problems with
sourcing diverse skin tone fabrics for
dance and performance wear. There are
not enough available fabric options for
diverse skin types to choose from in
dance and performance apparel. The
majority of options available in products
such as dance tights or leotards are made
for lighter skin tones. The dance
products that are available for people of
color are few, and usually do not match
real skin tones. This project is a
feasibility study: I designed a collection
for diverse skin tones using nude fabrics
that are available to me as an educated
consumer.

Because of Eurocentric body standards in the fashion and dance industry,
people of color have always struggled with finding fabrics that match their
skin tone. It hasn't been until recent years that more diverse color options
tights and ballet shoes have been produced by dance companies.

Nude should refer to all types of flesh tones, not just the tan,
peach, and beige colors. Nude is a spectrum, not a single color.

Tights, ballet shoes and leotards are basic necessities for many dancers to
have but there are problems other than dance apparel when it comes to
diversifying products. There are a multitude of problems that people of color
face that you may not pay much attention to. Many products like Band-aids
were exclusively marketed to white people because they were originally
manufactured in one color. The makeup industry has recently paid more
attention to their POC consumers due to Fenty Beauty's unique foundation
and makeup line marketed to black and brown consumers. Large companies
are becoming more aware of this problem, and slowly working to change it.

Design Process
I designed a collection based on the
nude fabrics that were available to the
average consumer. The objective was to
find fabrics that would match the four
models displayed on the right. Based on
the research I conducted, there were a
couple websites that I could potentially
source the fabric from. One company
called Ta-osh would have been the
perfect place to try. However, there was
an overwhelming selection to choose
from in such a short amount of time,
while also being too expensive to invest
in for this study. I ultimately chose to
purchase 10 various swatches from Blue
Moon Fabrics.

Results
Unfortunately the nude swatches sourced from Blue Moon Fabrics was not successful in matching the skin tone of my models. I also found that
the samples did not match a quite a few people outside of the original participants within the study. While discussing my discontent with the
study findings with my mentor, I went around her design classroom to see if the swatches would match anyone and surprisingly there was only
one match out of the 10; that being a match from a white student. The results from this study prove the discrepancies in producing diverse nude
fabrics and how it continues to be a major problem throughout the fashion industry.

